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"Among my intimates and correspondents of the first
years of my geological career I must not omit to mention
George William Featherstonhaugh. He has played a bustling
and useful part through life, has published on a vast variety
of subjects, and was a most lively, agreeable companion. He
was the first to introduce our modern ideas of geology into
the United States, which he did with great energy in the
year 1831. Afterwards he induced General Jackson, then
the President, to appoint him ' State Geologist/ in which
capacity he made two extensive tours, illustrating them with
long sections. . . . In the French revolution of 1848, when
Louis Philippe fled from Paris and was hid in a cottage with
Queen Amelie on the south bank of the Seine opposite to
Havre, it was Featherstonhaugh, then British consul at Havre,
who managed to get the family of ' Mr. Smith' over by night,
and popped them into a British steam-packet. Even in this
act the consul was the geologist, for he passed off the ex-King
as his uncle William Smith, the father of English geology !"a writer as Thackeray, merited all the eulogy
